HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA
SECTION IIL

The Age of the Graeco-Buddhistic School.   Is the Influence traceable to
Indian Art, Greek or Roman ?

Regarding the age of the Graeco-Buddhistlc School, Sir
Alexander Cunningham said, "As to those specimens of the
Indo-Grecian Architecture and Sculpture, my belief is that
the great mass of them belong to the most flourishing period
of the Indo-Scythian rule under Kanishka and his immediate
successors or about 80 B.C. to 100 A. D." (vide Archaeological
Survey, Vol. V, p vi). In the same volume, he remarked, "As
the different styles of Greek Architecture must certainly have
been introduced into the Kabul valley and the district lying
along the Indus as early as B.C. 200, it is a source of much
disappointment to me that no specimen of Indo-Grecian archi-
tecture has yet been discovered to which I can assign an earlier
date than about 80 B.C." (Ibid, p. 189). To this he added that
"this style so far as I can judge must belong to the most flouri-
shing centuries of Indo-Scythian rule from B.C. 50 to A.D. 150."
Sir Alexander was led to these conclusions partly by inscrip-
tions and partly by coins, for he asserted in the case of the
sculptures, "That they are not of later date than 150 A,D.
I infer From the use,of Arian letter only as mason's marks, as
it would appear from the testimony of both coins and in-
scriptions that the Arian alphabet fell into disuse shortly after
A. D. 100, when it was supplanted by the Indian alphabet."
(Ibid, pp. 187-188). Dr. Fergusson was inclined to believe that
the style continued to a much later date. He said, "the erection
of the topes in Gandhara was spread pretty evenly over the
whole time that elapsed from the Christian era till Buddhism
ceased to be the religion of the country in the /th or 8th
century A. D., and that the most flourishing period was about
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